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Figure 9 The complementary twist model for a-helix to f-sheet packing. Side chains on one
side of an « helix and a twisted f sheet are shown as open circles (a). When the helix axis is
parallel to the strand direction, the helix residuesi,i+ 1,i+4,i+5,i+8,i+9,...form a twisted
surface that is complementary to that of the twisted g sheet. The patterns formed by the
re=~tues in contact at the interface are shown on flattened projections of the « helix (b) and f§
s. ..(c). U and D mark the corners of the f§ sheet that move up and down from the plane when
the fi sheet is twisted. Note that the fi-sheet contact residues cluster about a line joining U to U,
the concave diagonal of the f§ sheet. [Reprinted with permission from (44).]



Table 4.1. Classification of protein topologies

Property

Secondary structure content

Tertiary structure

Class
1. a-helical
2. p-sheet

3. a+pBand a/B

2.1 parallel 8-sheet

2.2  orthogonal B-sheet

2.3 f-sheet (other)

3.1 a+p

32 a/B

3.2.1 a/B-linear

3.2.2 a/B-closed

Characteristic

secondary structure almost
exclusively a-helical

secondary structure almost
exclusively 8-sheet

secondary structure contains both
a-helix and B-sheet

double f-sheet sandwich, strands
roughly parallel

double 8-sheet sandwich, strands
of different sheets roughly
perpendicular

other types of spatial
relationships between sheets

a-helices and strands of 8-sheet
separated in different parts of
molecule. Absence of- f-a-8
supersecondary structure

helices and sheet assembled from
B-a-B units—strands of sheet
parallel

line through centres of strands of
sheet roughly linear

line through centres of strands of
sheet roughly circular

Examples

myoglobin, cytochrome ¢, citrate
synthase

chymotrypsin, immunogliobulin
domain

papain, alcohol dehydrogenase,
triose phosphate isomerase

immunoglobin domain

chymotrypsin domains

neuraminidase, interleukin-18

papain, staphylococcal nuclease

alcohol dehydrogenase, triose
phosphate isomerase

alcohol dehydrogenase

triose phosphate isomerase
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Figure 37. Diagram of two altcrative arrangements for
helix-pair dimers, with dotted lines to show the type of con-
nection needed to join them into a single covalent chain. (a)
The dimers are related by a lengthwise twofold axis, and they
can be joined by a short connection into an up-and-down
helix bundle (like those in Fig. 36). (b) The dimers are related
by a crosswise twofold axis (as is the casc for the ROP
dimer), and they can only be joined by a long crossover
connection of the type seen in ferretin and growth hormone.



Figure 39. Diagrams of the two dircctions in which an up-and-
down helix bundle can pack: (a) the more common version turns
right at the top of the first helix, as in the protecins of Fig. 36; (b) the
alternative version turns left at the top of the first helix, as seed in
Cytochrome bs and ROP protcin.



Figure 3.4 Schematic drawing of the globin
domain. The cight a helices are labeled A to H.
A-D are red, Eand F green, and G and H blue.
(Adapted from originals provided by A, Lesk.)
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(a) six superimposed examples of Ca-binding



Figure 4.1. The structure of troponin C with Ca?* bound at two of its four EF hands.
Sites Il and IV have been highlighted in orange. Note the differences in their conformation
due to the presence of Ca®* at sites III and IV and its absence at sites I and II. Repro-
duced with permission from Herzberg, O. and James,M.N.G. (1988) /. Mol. Biol., 203,
761.



Figure 8.10 Schematic diagram of the three-
dimensional structure of a complex between
zinc and a synthetic peptide with an amino
acid sequence corresponding to one of the zinc
fingers in the gag protein of retrovirus HIV. The
zinc atom is coordinated to three cysteine
residues and one histidine. The first half of the
structure (residues 1 to 9) is similar to the first
10 residues of the “classic” zinc finger, but the
second half is quite different. (Adapted from M.
Summers et al., Biochemistry 29: 329, 1990.)

HN-V~K~C~F-N~C~G~K~E-G—~I-A~R-N~C~R~A~COOH
1 3 6 1 16 18
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Figure 7.23 The a helices of the N-terminal
region of the trp repressor are involved in
subunit interactions and form a stable core in
the middle of the dimer. o helices 4-6, which
include the helix-turn-helix motif, form two
“head” regions at the two ends of the molecule.
a helix 3 connects the core to the head in both
subunits. (Adapted from Schevitz et al., Nature
317: 782, 198S.)
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the L and M subunits probably arose from a common ancestral protein that functioned as a

is mainly located on the cytoplasmic face of the membrane, but
periplasmic side of the membrane by protein—protein interactions.

permission from Michel,H. and Diesenhofer,]. (1988) Biochemistry, 27, 1.

also has one transmem

.
ne .
v,

R
|

vt s
——
e
“"'"
f‘h o
e ST
<TIRY
Pt
A u_ }c M
ey
ey, ittt 0 A

+
.y ¥
DA

R
il LTS

>

-w“
ras
Nl .
u-kf?‘
FAnll

{
A 2y

units of the photosynthetic reaction centre; the major a-helices
helices they connect. Note the 2-fold pseudo-symmetry axis;
dimer. The H subunit of the protein (not shown)
brane helix. A cytochrome subunit binds to the
Co-factors and prosthetic groups are shown in orange. Reproduced with
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N-terminal domain of y-chymotrypsin



Figure 3.2. (a) Schematic view of one subunit of porin, which consists of 16 anti-
parallel B-strands, each 6-17 residues long, linked together by short lengths of a-helix or
by loops to form a barrel. One loop of 44 residues (shown in orange) linking an a-helix
after strand 5 to strand 6 protrudes into the barrel and restricts the channel. The bottom
rim of the barrel faces the periplasm and is relatively flat, while the top rim with its longer
and more irregular connections is slanted and also less regular. Reproduced, with
permission from ref. 14. (b) Schematic representation of a porin trimer, with the channel-
restricting loop shown in orange. Reproduced with permission from Schirmer,T. and
Rosenbusch,].P. (1991) Curr. Opinion Struct. Biol., 1, 539.
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